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Ed ito rial
From us to you …..
We warmly welcome you to our final
edition of 'The New Standard' for 2016!
We have so enjoyed putting this
together and hope that you will spend
some time reading it.
It is the migratory season and we
dedicate this edition to the birds from
overseas arriving to stay out the winter
months with us. Geese winging their
way south in wrinkled V-shaped flocks is
perhaps the classic picture in your mind
of bird migration the annual, large-scale
movement of birds between their
breeding (summer) homes and their
non-breeding (winter) grounds.
Sri Lanka is the destination of choice
for a variety of migrant birds and they
usually stop over at the same sites every
year. Our lagoons and wetlands in the
southern, northern and north western
parts of the country are teeming with
these migrants and this is the time of
year to pull out your binoculars and hit
the road!
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Greater Flamingo -Phoenicopterus roseus take off in Mannar, December 2016
Photo credits: Roshan Jayasekara

Expert Q&A
Prof. Sarath W.
Kotagama needs no
introduction! He is
widely known for his
work in environment
- a l co n se r vat io n
th ro u g h - o u t th e
world.
He has been a leading resource person to
Biodiversity Sri Lanka since its inception
and has been advising and guiding us
along the way. Among all his other
contributions to the conservation world,
Prof Kotagama founded the Field
Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka (FOGSL) in
1976. Today FOGSL is recognized as the Sri
Lankan partner “affiliate” of the global
bird conservation organization, Birdlife
International.
Within the backdrop of the International
Conference on Bird, Biodiversity and
Tourism (ICBBT) 2016 which was
concluded recently,

we spoke to Prof Kotagama on some
interesting facts that we should know on our
feathered friends!

Q 1 : What categorizes a bird species
as endemic?
A: An endemic species is one which is only
found in a given region or location and
nowhere else in the world. Endemic species
belong to one of four categories: site
endemic, national endemic, geographically
endemic or politically endemic. Site
endemism e.g. found only in Sinharaja
Rainforest. A national endemic such as the
Ceylon blue magpie (Cissaoronata) is limited
to a country, the blue magpie is endemic to
Sri Lanka.
Geographical range endemic e.g. found in
the Himalayan region, which however
covers several Himalayan countries and
therefore is not a national endemic. Political
endemism is assigned to species which are
found within a 'political'
Cont. page 3

General Members

Editorial Continued
We are proud to feature in this edition, Sri Lanka's foremost
ornithologist, Professor Sarath Wimalabandara Kotagama, so
well-known to all of us. Prof Kotagama and his Field Ornithology
Group (FOGSL) have played a critical and vital role in the
conservation of our feathered friends - we pay tribute to 40
years of unmatched service from FOGSL since 1976! Don't fail to
read our Q&A section which provides many interesting facts on
this all important topic.
Sri Lanka hosted the International Conference on Bird,
Biodiversity and Tourism (ICBBT) which was held recently. We
are justly proud that our member, Hotel Tree of Life received the
Gold Medal for the best presentation at this conference for bird
research in their property. Our Member focus, surrounds this
and other work done by Hotel Tree of Life. The Asia Regional
Partnership Bird Fair 2016 organized by FOGSL and BirdLife
International was also held recently, binging in a host of likeminded visitors to our beautiful country.In case you are
wondering how you can be more involved, we draw your
attention to a project from our project bank on the habits and
status of the Blue Magpie designated as the National Bird of Sri
Lanka.
The festive season is fast approaching and with it happy reunions with friends and family. Our first publication “Worth
Protecting” in book stores now will be a worthy gift to celebrate
the season. Don't forget that you can purchase the book at a
drastically reduced rate especially for our members - at Rs
2000/- a copy, available from our Secretariat. Please avail of this
fantastic opportunity.
As the year draws to a close, we at the Secretariat wish you a
joyous season and a fantastic New Year! Your commitment has
egged us on and we look forward to another productive year
working together in the conservation of our national biological
heritage.
With warm wishes.

Secretariat
Shiranee Yasaratne
Roshan Salinda

Sherani Ruberu
Rasheed ,A.M
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From Our Project Bank - an initiative ready to be
taken up by our Members.
For more details on this project visit our Project Bank at
www.biodiversitysrilanka.org, reach us through 011 5588833
or email roshan@biodiversitysrilanka.org

Innovative Partnerships for Revival of the Elusive

Sri
Lanka Blue Magpie
The Sri Lanka Blue Magpie, or the Ceylon Magpie (Urocissa
ornata) is a unique species of bird, endemic to Sri Lanka.
Classified as 'Vulnerable' by the IUCN's Red List of Threatened
Species, it is a member of the Crow family, confined to the hill
forests of Sri Lanka.
The population of the Sri Lanka Blue Magpie is one that is
declining rapidly due to the loss of its specialized habitat,
the dense wet evergreen rainforest. The scope of the project
will be limited to a defined area within the Enselwatte Tea
Plantation, and the surrounding fringe forest, which is a part of
the buffer zone of the Sinharaja Forest Reserve. The area lies
within the Deniyaya area, towards the South-western reaches
of the island of Sri Lanka. The tea plantation and the
consequent developments have proved to be a cause of habitat
fragmentation for the species living within the confines of the
Sinharaja Forest Reserve. Individuals of this species are usually
found in small groups of up to six or seven birds, are largely
carnivorous, feeding on small frogs, lizards, insects and
other invertebrates, but have also been known to feed on fruit.
Due to the endemic and vulnerable nature of this bird, and
its charismatic and extremely beautiful morphology, this
species is of immense importance to Sri Lanka. It serves as
a flagship species for the South-western rainforests of the
country. Timely conservation of this birds' habitat would serve
the global community in saving an endemic and vibrant
species, as well as in averting the risk that is posed of losing it
for future generations.

The problems to be addressed
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The loss of habitat caused by land conversion and
fragmentation poses a significant risk to the endemic
population of the Sri Lanka Blue Magpie. In order to preserve
this bird population within the Sinharaja Rainforest, this
species-focused project has been proposed, to address the
challenge of fragmentation with the specific objective of
conserving the continuous habitat much needed for the
survival of the Sri Lanka Blue Magpie.

Expert Q& A Cont....
Brahminy Kite
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Member Focus

BSL Member, Hotel Tree of Life, Kandy celebrated its Bird and
Biodiversity week from 23rd to 30th November 2016. The
nature resort well known for its biodiversity has recorded
123 birds,28 reptiles, 18 mammals, 19 amphibians, 49
butterflies and 21 dragonflies to date. Out of which, 40
species are considered nationally and globally threatened
(Critically endangered: 4, Endangered: 19, Vulnerable:
17).The 63 acre secondary forest owned and managed by the
hotel is a small biodiversity hotspot to the hill capital of
Sri Lanka.
With recent biodiversity celebrations, the hotel published
two of their research papers namely “Evaluation of
Biodiversity with means to habitat for wildlife; a case study
of Hotel Tree of Life Kandy Sri Lanka environmental
sustainability initiatives”and “Avifauna Diversity at Hotel
Tree of Life Kandy Sri Lanka” at the International
Conference on Bird, Biodiversity and Tourism (ICBBT) 2016
held recently.
The Hotel's Environment Management Executive;
Palinda Perera received the Gold Medal for the
best presentation at the ICBBT 2016 conference
for their Bird (Avifauna)diversity research.
Following the conference, Tree of Life was also
part of the Asia Regional Partnership Bird Fair
2016 organized by Field Ornithology Group of Sri
Lanka joining Bird Life International the global
partnership of bird conservation organizations.
The Bird Fair stall displayed the hotels viewable
bird diversity having 16 endemics out of the 34
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endemic birds found in Sri Lanka. Tree of Life then hosted an
open exhibition to all hotel guests themed “Nature at
Nature Resort” with a week of biodiversity photography
exhibition of the viewable biodiversity for the past two years
.
Tree of Life was awarded the Bronze Trophy of
Commendation at the Presidential Environmental Awards
th
2016 that was held on the 18 October 2016 at BMICH with
the patronage of H.E. the President Maithripala Sirisena.
Being one of the leading nature resorts in the country, the
hotel was recognized for its best practices in environmental
activities, environmental practices, Greenhouse Gas
Reduction, optimum resource management, environmental
reporting, environmental health and safety, waste
management, pollution prevention and environmentalsocial responsibilities.

Whether called nature tourism or ecotourism, recreational and educational travel based on natural attractions is a promising
means of advancing social, economic, and environmental objectives in developing countries. Awareness of biodiversity and the
environment is gradually increasing. As such, there is a growing consciousness on the importance and the benefits of flora, fauna
and ecosystems reflected in the increased demand for tours and travels with a focus on nature.A number of published statistics
have in fact concluded that bird watching is the fastest growing type of nature-based tourism in the World with India, China and
Thailand bagging the top bird watching destinations in Asia. It is evident that there lies an enormous niche for bird watching
tourism, but this is hinged on the simple fact that these birds must be conserved.
The recently concluded “International Conference on Bird, Biodiversity and Tourism (ICBBT) 2016” could not have come at a more
pivotal time. Organized by the Field Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka (FOGSL), in collaboration with The International Institute of
th
Knowledge Management, the conference was held in commemoration of the 40 year celebrations of FOGSL in Sri Lanka. It saw
the presence of many local and international participants, including Birdlife International, a global not-for-profit organization
dedicated to the conservation of birds, with partner organizations in many different countries. By taking action locally, regionally
and globally, Birdlife International and its partner organizations take positive stances to conserve bird species and their habitats.
One of the biggest threats to survival of most species include human land use change such as deforestation and agricultural
conversions which have led to an alarming rise in the loss of species around the world. When it comes to bird species, 1 in 10 are
either threatened, endangered or critically endangered. Research presented during the conference highlighted shifts in regions in
which birds occur due to climate change. The falcons which grace the Arabian skies, the penguins which attract tourists to cooler
climes and the elusive Blue Magpie which Sri Lankan birdwatchers love to spot may soon become just a distant memory, if these
threats are not addressed swiftly.
Conservation of biodiversity, especially in a country so rich in its biological attributes, is a matter of economics. No tourist wants to
see a degraded landscape with no flora and fauna to speak of. This goes to raise the question as to why there exists a gap between
the species that require funding for their protection, and the resources that are actually diverted. The conference aimed at
answering such questions.
Awareness among the community seems to be the key factor which can bring about sustainable conservation. If communities around a
tourist attraction are granted direct financial benefits generated by tourism, then they will take up the mandate of preserving the
biodiversity which they depend on. The figures support this fact. Globally, US $7 trillion are generated as income through tourism, and it
accounts for 1 in 11 jobs anywhere in the world. Since eco-tourism now plays a significant role in attracting people from all over the
globe, nature plays an important part in the quality package which is offered by a country to a tourist.
An example of this is seen in a small island off the coast of Scotland, which plays host to an abundance of Mull's Sea Eagles, which were
reintroduced to the island in recent times. Currently, 1 in 5 tourists visiting the island do so just to observe the eagles, and it is generating
over 3 million pounds annually in the local economy, whilst providing jobs for 66 individuals on the island, according to the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds, UK. The studies also showed that the RSPB reserves in UK generated over 60 million pounds in income in 2012
alone, while supporting the local communities.
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The International Conference on Bird, Biodiversity and
Tourism (ICBBT) 2016..... Continued
Prof. Sarath Kotagama, the chair of the conference as well the
co-founder of FOGSL and Professor Emeritus of the University
of Colombo, also underlined that fact that Eco tourism can go
beyond simply conserving existing biodiversity. It can also
actively contribute towards regenerating degraded habitats
and restoring them to their original state, thereby facilitating
lasting positive change.
Hotel Tree of Life, Kandy, a member of Biodiversity Sri Lanka
was a case study presented during the conference which
highlighted this fact. The hotel is situated on a 65 acre piece of
land which used to be tea plantations. Out of this area, the
management of the hotel have now restored 63 acres back to
the original forest, and they have been rewarded for their
efforts by the 123 varying species of fauna now recorded on the
hotel's property, including critically endangered amphibians as
well as endemic bird species such as Grey Hornbills and Yellowfronted Barbets.

Spotting a Celebrity!
What is the Sri Lankan equivalent of spotting a celebrity
while you are on safari?
Spotting the elusive black-necked stork, of course! It comes
as no surprise then that Srilal Miththapala and Ashoka
Ranjeewa were very excited when they observed this
graceful wading bird in the Udawalawe NationalPark during
the first week of November. Birders and ornithologists are
also in agreement that this may have been the very first
instance that a Black-necked stork has been observed at the
Udawalawe National Park.
Black-necked storks (Ephippiorhynchusasiaticus) are a
resident migrant in Sri Lanka, and there is a verys mall
breeding population of 4-8 pairs usually seen in Ruhuna
National Park. It is classified as Near Threatened (NT) on the
IUCN Red List.

The hotel regularly attracts tourists eager to view this
abundant wildlife, and it showcases the great synergy which These birds are the tallest in Sri Lanka, reaching a height of
can be created between nature and tourism.
120-150cm on average. The striking black beak, head and

neck, as well as its bright red legs, make this bird a stunning

Eco-tourism is a viable income generator for local communities and valuable addition to the fauna of Sri Lanka. However, it is
and businesses, it helps create awareness about the dwindling
critically endangered in a Sri Lankan context,with a known
biodiversity of our planet, and it can ultimately help conserve
population of only 50 birds on the island.
species for the future, provided it is carried out in a sustainable
Spotting the elusive black-necked
manner. After all, as the participants of ICBBT 2016 discovered,
stork , Pic by Srilal Miththapala
people are the stewards of their natural environment, and by
conserving nature we protect ourselves and our families.
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They have flown a long way – be kind
As the bird migration season begins, experts are urging the public to watch
out for exhausted migrants found in their gardens and neighborhood in
coming weeks. A number of exhausted or dead birds were found this week. A
disorientated dead Indian pitta, commonly known as avichchiya, was found
dead after having flown into a window at Pelawatte, birdwatcher Will
Duncan reported on October 18th. Another dead pitta was by seen by
Harshani Ratnayake on the same day.
After flying hundreds of miles, weakened birds can easily become
disorientated and lose their way. Records indicate Colombo can expect more
Indian pittas this month so people are asked to be vigilant.
If an exhausted migrant is found, the bird should first be protected from
predators such as dogs, cats, rats and crows. If the bird is able to fly and show
recovery on its own, let it recover naturally under a watchful eye, the Field
Ornithology Group of Sri Lanka (FOGSL) advises. Its MigrantWATCH program
is aimed at assisting such troubled migrants.
If the bird is unconscious or takes a long time to recover keep it in a dark,
quiet and warm place; a clean cardboard box with small holes for ventilation
would be a good enclosure for the troubled bird. Handle the bird as little as
possible to avoid adding to its stress. When the bird is able to fly, release it as
soon as possible in a safe environment. Attend to traumatic injuries (broken
bones) as necessary and if extensive care is needed, consult a veterinarian
Malayanan Night Heron Pic by V. Weeratunga
Launching MigrantWATCH 2016-17, biologist Vimukthi
Weeratunga called for the protection of bird habitat.
“Decades ago, we could see thousands of migrant birds
in wetlands such as Bundala but such large flocks are rare
today in southern Sri Lanka,” he said, using the example
of the “star” migrant, the greater flamingo, that has
abandoned the Bundala wetlands.
“Even small home gardens in Colombo could be vital for
the survival of some of the migrant species so the public
can do its part and make home gardens bird-friendly,”
Mr. Weeratunga said. The blue-tailed bee-eater, forest
wagtail, barn swallow, brown flycatcher and brown
shrike are some of the common migrants to be seen even
in Colombo.
Mr. Weeratunga, a veteran photographer, has
photographed rare migrant birds and asked
birdwatchers to be watchful because common-looking
birds could turn out to be a rare migrant that might be
paying their first recorded visit to Sri Lanka. The longdistance migrants can be badly affected by the impact of
climate change.
Last year, the University of Copenhagen conducted a
study based on observations of thousands of volunteer
birdwatchers across Europe and found that birds are
affected by changing climatic conditions and that while
some species benefit from these changes, birds of colder
regions stand to suffer.
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Read more:
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/161030/news/theyhave-flown-a-long-way-be-kind-215495.html

! Gain Knowledge of best Practices/ case
studies biodiversity conservation.
!Access national and international
conservaion priorities
!Obtain technical expertise on biodiversity
conservation and environmental
management
!Get discounted participation
opportunities at subject- related capacity
building and awareness programmes.
!Receive collaborative support to organize
corporate training on mainstreaming
biodiversity consideration in business.
! Access a project bank which can be
utilized to achieve core business and CSR
objectives
! Participation opportunities in pilot and
ongoing certification and awards
schemes.
Become a Member of

Call :+94115588833 or email
info@biodiversitysrilanka.org for more
information
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Oriental Dwaft Kingfisher
Photo credits: Gehan Rajeev

