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Editorial
From us to you…………………..
As the world unites in celebrating
biodiversity this month, we are
pleased to present you with a brand
new volume of the New Standard
with its issue no 1. Our theme for
this feature is Biodiversity and
Sustainable Tourism – in keeping
with the UN declared theme for
World Biodiversity Day this year.
Sir Arthur C. Clarke expressed his
feelings about Sri Lanka thus: "The
island of Ceylon is a small universe;
it contains as many varieties of
culture, scenery and climate as
some countries a dozen times its
size. But if you are interested in
people, nature, history and art -all
things that really matter - you may
find as I have, that a lifetime is not
enough".
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Expert Q & A
In this edition, we
are privileged to
feature one of
BSL’s
founding
Directors,
Mr.
Prema Cooray counting
well
over 35 years in
the travel and
tourism industry.
Mr. Prema Cooray
He serves as the
Chairman of The Rainforest Ecolodge,
Deniyaya and is acknowledged for the
pivotal role played in the development
of sustainable tourism. He is a past
Chairman of Aitken Spence PLC and past
President of the Tourist Hotels
Association of Sri Lanka and is now the

Chairman of the Sri Lanka Convention
Bureau. We spoke to him on relevant
and salient biodiversity and sustainable
tourism issues!
Q 1: Eco-tourism has a direct link to
conserving the country’s natural assets
- can you give us your views on this
statement for the benefit of our
readers?
A: Sri Lanka is blessed with an
abundance of nature, having nearly 30
percent forest cover, which is unique to
this part of the world. It is one of the
most biodiverse countries in the Asian
region probably coming second only to
Bhutan.
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Editorial conti…
Sri Lanka is a wonderful tourist
destination where every square km is rich
in unique natural properties in her 65,610
km2 territory, a paradise of flora and
fauna. Wildlife sanctuaries, forest
reserves, bird sanctuaries, wetlands and
mangroves are major natural refuges of
biodiversity in Sri Lanka. The country has
been
identified
by
Conservation
International, as one of the 25
biodiversity hot spots in the world.
Tourism is one of the world's growing
industries. Biodiversity is a key factor
contributing to the growth and
sustainability of the tourism industry. The
question we grapple with in this issue is
whether travel to natural and cultural
areas in the country is being done in a
manner that conserves such areas and
sustains their well-being as well as that of
associated local people. We feature the
views of Mr Prema Cooray, a tourism
legend in the country on this all important
matter. We also present thoughts on the
subject from two eminent biodiversity
experts, Prof Sarath W Kotagama and Prof
Devaka Weerakoon for your further
insights and learning.
We do hope you were able to attend our
expert panel discussion on this very same
theme that was held on 22nd May at the
HNB Auditorium – our way of heightening
interest on this most important and
salient issue - as the country is poised to
welcome more and more tourists we pose
the question “mass tourism or niche
tourism” to safeguard the wonders of this
paradise that we call our island home. We
ask you to ponder on this yourself as you
read through what we have to offer.

From a visitor perspective, enjoying this abundance of nature, is one of the
major attractions in Sri Lanka’s tourism profile. Biodiversity can be
witnessed in the form of physical assets like forests, beaches and
mountains where high concentrations of a variety of species of flora and
fauna exists, feasts the eye of a traveler by providing unique attractions.
This is in a sense ecotourism, which shows that this segment naturally has
a great impact in the delivery of our product to the visitors.
Q 2: Do you think that the sector is fully aware of the connection between
tourism development and biodiversity conservation?
A: In my view, there is much more to be done in bringing about full
awareness to the tourism players. Biodiversity and its natural advantages
have not been fully studied and/or understood. Very little exposure has
been given to the country’s assets other than possibly the cultural sites.
We are home to several UNESCO World Heritage Sites. In recent years, Sri
Lankan itineraries have slowly captured some of the country’s natural
assets - especially, the forests, but however, the varied species on offer
have still not been fully understood and the advantages have not been fully
exploited in our delivery package to the tourists.
Q 3: In what ways can the sector contribute to the above?
A: In a sense we are working on these aspects now, in that we have
discussed with authorities on how and where some of the natural assets
can be better made use of in an economic sense, so that concentration on
a few sites can be avoided - for example Sigiriya, Yala National Park etc. We
still have a long way to go in maximizing the full potential of Sri Lanka’s
natural assets and make them available to the discerning traveler in a
sustainable way.
Q 4: What can the sector actively do to bring about more awareness and
capacity to fully understand this issue – and who are the key
stakeholders?
A: Sri Lanka’s tourism stakeholders must go through a series of awareness
programmes to fully understand this issue. When I say stakeholders, it
means, all players including inbound operators or Destination
Management Companies (DMCs), hoteliers and related stakeholders like
those in the universities, who design curricula leading to various
certificates, diplomas and degree programmes. It equally applies to guides,
whether they are very professional or safari type guides that take visitors
right round the island. At present there is no structured programme for all
the various stakeholders to be fully aware of Sri Lanka’s biodiversity
potential and her natural heritage.

As always we look forward to your
feedback and comments…..

BSL Secretariat
Shiranee
Roshan

Mohamed Azick
Thamindu
May 2017
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Rasboroides rohani (2015), new species of point endemic from Eastern Sinharaja, Sri Lanka
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Q 5: In your long career in the tourism industry, have you seen the deterioration of our natural assets attributable to
unsustainable tourism? - If so what are the major steps that industry can take to make the situation more favorable?
A: Sri Lanka’s growth in tourism was subdued due to the 30 years of civil war - as such the numbers who visited the country
were more or less half a million during 30 years and therefore, such impacts were minimal on our popular sites. However,
the trend has changed now. Having seen the exponential growth since the end of the ethnic war in 2009, there is definitely
pressure on some of the more popular natural sites where numbers have increased 10 fold, while the carrying capacity
remains the same. This has to be addressed as a challenge and we have to find options in order to reduce the stress that
is now experienced by these popular locations. There are solutions on offer but it has to be a very conscious effort by all
stakeholders including the government to work together to ensure that we work toward such solutions. In the case of the
Yala National Park, the expansion into a few other adjacent blocks through a structured process may be an answer. The
main responsibility lies with the tourism industry by exerting pressure on the government in a series of measures including
minimizing visitation to these popular sites for the benefit of the long term survival of these world class biodiversity rich
assets.
Q 6: Mass tourism or high end niche market tourism for Sri Lanka?
A: If you look at the reality, there has to be a combination of both mass and niche tourism. We have experienced our
competing neighboring countries like Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. However, carrying capacity studies have to be
done in order to estimate the possible dangers of too many tourists. This would eventually lead to destroying the very
assets that give you the opportunity to earn revenue thereby distributing this income among many stakeholders who
depend on tourism for their livelihood. This has to be the foremost in our mind. When we plan our tourism strategy, we
must make sure to maintain and to ensure that there is sustainability.

Sustainable tourism’ is not working – here’s how we can change that’

© The Conversation
This
year
is
the
United
Nations’ International
Year
of
Sustainable Tourism for Development.
UN World Tourism Organisation
Secretary-General Taleb Rifai declared,
it gave a unique opportunity to advance
the contribution of the tourism sector to
the three pillars of sustainability –
economic, social and environmental,
while raising awareness of the true
The New Standard – May 2017

dimensions of a sector which is often
undervalued.
Sustainable tourism comes from the
concept of sustainable development, as
set out in the 1987 Brundtland report.
Sustainable
development is
development which meets the needs of
current
generations
without
compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

Tourism is important to our efforts to
achieve sustainable development. It
is a massive industry, and many
countries rely on it for their
economies. In 2016, more than 1.2
billion people travelled as tourists
internationally, and another 6 billion
people travelled domestically.
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According to the UN World Tourism
Organization, sustainable tourism is
tourism that takes full account of its
current and future economic, social and
environmental impacts, addressing the
needs of visitors, the industry, the
environment and host communities.
Venice
residents have
accused
tourists of “destroying their city”.
Barcelona’s government has passed
legislation to
limit
new
tourist
accommodation.
The
Galapagos
sees mass tourism’s arrival threatening
the iconic wildlife that attracts visitors. It
is difficult to get a complete picture of
the impacts of tourism because no-one
is working to build a comprehensive
view. So, insights are fragmented.
Tourism can be made more sustainable
through several achievable measures.
But in a world in which growing
populations with endless consumer
demands are pitted against a fragile

environment, we
concerted effort.

require

more

1) Governments must
implement
policies
that
foster
sustainable
development by overcoming the growth
fetish. Tourism then should be
developed only within sustainable
development parameters. Governments
must tackle the environmental limits to
growth and climate change challenges
we confront.
2) Consumers should be educated for
responsible travel choices.
3) Local communities, often treated as
only as one stakeholder among the
many, must have a right to participate in
tourism decision-making and have a say
on if and how their communities
become tourism destinations.
4) Workers of tourism must have their
rights respected and given decent
conditions. Tourism should not be
allowed to continue as a low-wage and

precarious source of employment
5) The tourism industry needs to
assume
greater
responsibility,
submitting to local tax regimes and
regulations so its presence builds
thriving communities, rather than
undermining
them.
This
is
increasingly essential as a social
license to operate. The industry
should also educate its clients on
responsible tourism.
6) NGOs are essential for reporting
on the abuses of tourism, including
land grabs, human rights abuses,
community
opposition
and
corruption.
Harnessing
these
essential stakeholders in a rigorous
agenda for sustainable development,
rather than sustaining tourism,
would make the UN’s “year” more
meaningful.
http://sustain.pata.org/sustainable-tourism-notworking-heres-can-change

Elevating the conservation of Sri Lanka’s most exquisite and vulnerable places: transforming
them into economic value….
As a nation that holds enormous reserves of ecological wealth. We are also among the world’s most
desirable travel destinations. Therefore, investments in tourism and hotel infrastructure can potentially
encourage highly synergistic investments in research infrastructure, creating a potent mix of funding and
know-how to efficiently tap into these resources. Such alliance can fortify our competitive advantage in
the global economy whilst also benefiting the international community.
Eminent biodiversity expert, Prof Sarath W Kotagama, stressed the importance of making the effort to join
environmental conservation and scientific research with luxury high end tourism to empower the country
Prof S W Kotagama
to create immense wealth from the knowledge held within its natural resource base. For this to become
fruitful, the Government, scientists, academia and the corporate world must make the effort to call for a sweeping program that
positions the resort industry as the pivotal link in saving enormous areas of delicate, endangered ecosystems around the country
and to create a sustainable, vibrant economic base. He asserted that through scientific research and discoveries, biodiverse sites
offer the potential for enormous wealth yet untapped.
Prof Kotagama highlighted coral reefs, rainforests and other important biologically rich areas which offer incredible promise for
enriching the country’s economy through biodiversity tourism. This new economic model can be tested in the enormous and
biodiverse natural heritage sites across the country. A multi-disciplinary approach can fully assess, harness, value and protect
these resources in the context of ecological and other relationships across geographic boundaries. Critical to success will be the
need for co-operation amongst all related stakeholder groups to realize the benefits of such co-operation to the environment,
economy and the lives of affected communities.
“We must invest in scientific research and capacity building as it will increasingly determine the future economic
competitiveness and resilience of the county. It provides a great opportunity for close partnership and networking involving
investors, developers, planners, the scientific community, economic, corporate and government entities in working towards
sustainable development goals” stated Prof Kotagama.
The New Standard – May 2017
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By shifting financial pressures away from development and exploitation to preservation and exploration, these biologically
diverse parts of the country can be preserved in perpetuity. The trick is to reconfigure the current economic model so that the
knowledge potentially derived from rainforests, coral reefs and other habitats of great scientific interest becomes a recognized
as economic assets ideally suited for advancement by the tourism trade that has long been a presence in these locations.
Tourism economy and knowledge economy – treated as two distinct development scenarios so far – could merge and become
an engine for prosperity and environmental benefits.
Whilst acknowledging the task ahead as formidable, Prof Kotagama stated that the rewards are immeasurable. “If we do
nothing, the country’s entire ecosystem is at risk,” he said. “If we act now, we have an unprecedented opportunity to boost up
our knowledge bank to strengthen and sustain the emerging knowledge economy - one that could elevate the conservation of
this country’s most exquisite and vulnerable places transforming them into economic value.

Bird watching tourism – the fastest growing type of nature tourism
Statistics prove that bird watching tourism is the fastest growing type of nature tourism in the
world, with top birding destinations in Asia being India, China and Thailand. There is an
enormous niche for bird watching tourism in Sri Lanka.
Eco tourism and nature tours are becoming increasingly popular among all travelers, no
matter the profession. Relaxing among nature seems to be the preferred stress buster for
many individuals from all walks of life. There is a growing consciousness about the importance
and the benefits of flora, fauna and ecosystems among the general populace, and this is
reflected in the increased demand for tours and travels which highlight nature.
Biodiversity is an economic necessity for the
success of tourism in any country. It is a matter of economics. No tourist wants
to see a degraded landscape with no flora and fauna to speak of. Awareness
among the community seems to be the key factor which can bring about
sustainable conservation. If communities around a tourist attraction are given
the direct benefits of the income and other services generated by tourists, then
they themselves will take up the mandate to preserve the biodiversity of the
region. Globally, $7 trillion are generated as income through tourism, and it
accounts for one in 11 jobs anywhere in the world. Since eco-tourism now plays
a significant role in attracting people from all over the globe, nature plays an
important part in the quality package which is offered by a country to a tourist.
Prof. Sarath Kotagama, underlined the fact that eco-tourism can go beyond simply conserving existing biodiversity. It can also
actively contribute towards regenerating degraded habitats and restoring them to their original state, thereby facilitating lasting
positive change.
https://srilankatravelnews.wordpress.com/2016/11/18/bird-tourism-is-growing-fast/
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Promoting Lesser Known Biodiversity Rich Tourism Destinations in Sri Lanka
(Excerpts from a report done by Prof Devaka K Weerakoon for Biodiversity Sri Lanka)
Sri Lanka has a huge a potential
for tourism development due to
diverse attractions that the
country can offer for the tourist.
Sri Lanka also has the second
highest protected area coverage
(percent area set aside for
conservation) next to Bhutan in
the whole of Asia, where 35% of
the extent of Sri Lanka has been
Prof. Devaka Weerakoon,
declared as protected areas
University of Colombo.
under the Department of
Wildlife Conservation or Forest Department. In addition, Sri
Lanka has established protected areas under the Central
Environmental Authority and Coast Conservation and
Coastal Resource Management Department. This protected
area network provides an ideal opportunity to offer varied
types of visitor experiences as there exists a diverse array of
ecosystems ranging from coral reefs, rainforests, montane
forests, savanna grasslands, monsoon forests, mangroves,
riverine forest and beaches within a span of a few hours.
This makes it possible to offer a range of visitor activities
such as camping, boating, mountain climbing, hiking, biking,
fishing, bird watching, wildlife viewing etc.
However, so far Sri Lanka has failed to maximally exploit the
natural resource base at its disposal since most of the travel

itineraries focus on a limited number of sites, which has
tremendously increased the pressure on these sites. A case
in point is Yala National Park where the number of visitors
has increased seven fold over the past 10 years whilst the
carrying capacity has remained the same1 (Figure 2).
Further, the visitor facilities have not been improved to
meet increased visitation. This has contributed to increased
visitor dissatisfaction as well as extreme pressure on the
resource base. Also visitor experience offered at present, is
limited to a jeep safari in most places where the only visitor
experience provided is wildlife viewing. All the other
possible visitor activities have not been exploited at all –
thus failing to maximally utilize the visitor benefits that the
park has to offer.
Further, visitor data indicates that some sites attract
disproportionately high numbers of visitors whilst other
sites get very little visitation despite the fact that these sites
are endowed with similar visitor attractions. For instance
the number of visitors to Lunugamvehera National Park that
can offer a similar visitor experience as Udawalawe National
park (ability to view elephants and presence of large
aggregates of water birds and raptors and other facilities
such as bungalows and camp sites) records only 5% of the
overall number of visitors recorded at Udawalawe National
park, despite both parks being located within an hour’s
drive from each other. Likewise, Kumana and Wasgomuwa
National Parks that can offer a similar visitor experience as

1

Visitor statistics available at the Department of Wildlife
Conservation
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the Yala National Park (large charismatic species such as
Asian elephants, sloth bears, leopards and water buffalo,
small carnivores such as cats and mongooses, large
aggregates of water birds, residential facilities such as
bungalows and camp sites) have attracted only 5% and 4%
of the numbers of visitors that have been recorded at Yala
National Park.
Sri Lanka has a wide resource base to offer in terms of both
Nature and Culture. In fact Sri Lanka is one of the few
countries in the world where a visitor can see the world’s
largest animal (Blue whale), Asia’s largest terrestrial animal
(Asian Elephant) and Asia’s smallest terrestrial animal
(Etruscan shrew) within a day which illustrates the depth
and breadth Sri Lanka has to offer for Nature lovers. The
visitors can also have an opportunity to observe large
gatherings of water birds, mammals and large numbers of
globally threatened charismatic reptiles. These resources
are fairly uniformly distributed throughout the island which
makes it possible to provide an ensemble of visitor
experience.
Even though there are many sites of interest, many of these
sites are not equipped to handle visitors such as
mechanisms for receiving tourists, basic visitor services such
as sanitary facilities, interpretation material, basic
infrastructure such as nature trails etc., Therefore, site
specific visitor management plans should be developed to
identify the needs and to outline the road map to establish
these sites to receive and service visitors properly.

Travel distance is another major barrier to reach sites
especially in the north, east and south eastern sectors.
However, both north and east has a well-developed railway
network that can be exploited as a means of travelling.
Further, there are number of domestic airports operated by
the Sri Lanka Air Force that can be used to provide an
affordable air travel option.
At present the main tourism attraction in many of the sites
are seasonal in nature (e.g. Arugam bay is dependent on the
surfing season, Minneriya is limited to the end of the dry
season when large numbers of elephants gather in the draw
down area of the tank, many of the wetland are visited
during the migration season from September to March,
Whale watching is limited to few months. Therefore, it is
necessary to develop peripheral attractions around these
main destinations to provide visitor experiences that would
diversify the product and will convert these destinations
from seasonal to annual in nature. Also seasonal availability
of many of the attractions vary around the Island and
therefore for a calendar should be prepared with respect to
each major tourism attraction such as wildlife viewing, bird
watching indicating what are the best sites to visit
depending on different times of the year.
Sri Lanka has failed to fully exploit these resource base as
the current tourism operation is heavily dependent on few
sites offering only a standard set of visitor experiences
which has resulted in overexploitation of these resources
that has resulted in sub optimal visitor experience as well as
erosion of the resource base.

Over-visitation of Horton Plains National Park
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Member Focus: Nature Experiences at Jetwing Vil Uyana
The leopard hogs the limelight in Sri Lanka, tourists from around the globe flock
to Yala and Wilpattu National Parks for a glimpse of its tawny, spotted coat and
a photo of the majestic cat lazing on a sunny rock. Little do they know that Sri
Lanka is the home to three of its smaller relatives, hidden in the dense jungle.
They are the jungle cat, the fishing cat, and the little rusty-spotted cat – all
threatened by habitat loss and lack of knowledge and appreciation. Unlike its
domesticated cousins the fishing cat is quite at home in the water and will
happily wade into streams and shallow rivers in search of fish.
Unfortunately, their dependence on wetlands have seen their numbers dwindle
in recent years as more and more wetlands are drained and filled for residential and industrial uses. They now exist
in scattered, fragmented remnants of their habitat and are considered locally endangered. Creation of Jetwing Vil
Uyana, in Sigiriya, saw the conversion of a barren, abandoned patch of agricultural land into a man-made wetland,
replete with native, local trees and rainwater-fed tanks. While the biodiversity of the area was not remarkable prior
to construction, post construction has seen a boom in the number of species recorded in the area – testament to the
health of the wetland.
Amongst the returnees are hundreds of birds including a large number of migrants, slender lorises and, to the delight
of Jetwing, fishing cats. Several individuals have taken residence in the premises, the dense wetland vegetation and
shallow tanks and streams providing them with ideal habitat. A vast majority of the property is generally undisturbed
forest allowing the cats to live in peace. Under the guidance and supervision of the resident naturalist, Jetwing Vil
Uyana has set up camera traps on the premises to monitor the behavior of these elusive felines and ensure their
haunts and habitats are taken into consideration in any future operations and development plans. Theirs is a welcome
presence as it evidences the success of the wetland and acts as a conversation starter about the importance of
preserving habitats and habitat corridors for these wonderful creatures and their forest kin.

© Chaminda Jayasekara
Fishing cat at Jetwing Vil Uyana
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From Our Project Bank - Join us in implementation
For more details on this project visit our Project
http://biodiversitysrilanka.org/project-bank/, reach us through
011 5588833 or email: roshan@biodiversitysrilanka.org

Bank

at

Comprehensive Biodiversity-based Tourism Development
Tourists arriving in Sri Lanka, come seeking exposure to and adventures in the
wild areas of the country, creating a demand in the nature-based tourism
areas. History has shown that unplanned tourist destination developments
such as in Hikkaduwa, Unawatuna, Yala and Ella have had vast negative
impacts on the very attractions they intend promoting. Whilst some of the
well-established and better known hotel chains have by now understood and
are already practicing and capitalizing on the benefits of responsible tourism,
the newer establishments are either grappling with the concept or are mostly
unaware of the essential mechanisms that must be put in place in order to
make their businesses more viable and sustainable in the long run. Concepts
such as environmentally-conscious design, maximizing on the sustainable use
of natural resources, environmental and social risk assessment and efficient
resource management still tend to be areas that new entrepreneurs, mostly
within the small and medium category, require enhanced awareness and
learning. Furthermore, there is a dearth of knowledge with regard to
developing, managing and maintaining nature-based tourist destinations and
building of capacity of all related stakeholders in that regard is vital. A system
where all stakeholders are in the know about best practices with regard to
sustainable tourism will help reduce current negative trends of accidents,
collisions and threats to wildlife. There is a general lack of networking and
sharing of best practices amongst individuals and organizations engaged in
various types of activities being undertaken by the industry. In order to
combine and put forth collaborative efforts in conserving biodiversity,
resulting in larger positive impacts, it is necessary that a networking
mechanism is put in place and activated.

The problems to be addressed
Many of Sri Lanka’s tourist destinations have been visited to the point of overexploitation resulting in overcrowding, pollution, unsustainable consumption
patterns and decimation of natural resources, accidents and community
unrest among other issues. Over-utilization of certain destinations has led to a
trend that promotes repetitive visitation and exceeds the carrying capacity of
some local sites, leading to the rapid decline of the quality of those sites.
Increased marketability of lesser known areas of high biodiversity value as
future destinations and an enhanced capacity of key stakeholders to
understand the need for a diversification of tourist destinations in the island is
a key priority if sustainable tourism is to be ensured.
The New Standard – May 2017

A haven amidst the bustle of
the city – Beddagana Wetland
Park

Members of Biodiversity Sri Lanka were
made privy by the UDA, SLLRDC and the
World Bank to the veritable haven that is the
Baddegana Wetland Park.
With a trickle of rain enhancing its beauty, it
was a perfect evening to enjoy a walk in this
beautiful marsh environment. This nature
park set a stone’s throw away from the busy
city is 18 ha in extent – home to 100 species
of plants, 80 species of birds, 20 species of
fish, 10 species of mammals and 5 species of
amphibians.
After an eye-opening orientation, we walked
through the butterfly walk, along the forest
trail only to be surprised by a floating deck
over the large expanse that is the
Diyawanna! On the steadily constructed
Board walks we made our way to the bird
watching tower marveling at the peace and
tranquil of nature.
We discussed how we might partner with
this fantastic initiative and you will hear
more from us on this soon! Do pass the
message to friends and family / the park is
open from 6 am to 6 pm. Its sister park the
Thalawatugoda wetland park is also now
open to visitors.
It was an awesome experience and one well
worth – listening to the sound of nature!
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Commemorating the
International Day for Biological Diversity 2017

Biodiversity Sri Lanka stepped up in force on World
Biodiversity Day – 22nd May 2017 with its Patron Members,
Hatton National Bank and Dilmah Conservation to conduct an
expert panel discussion on the UN declared theme for the
year: Biodiversity and Sustainable Tourism. The event saw
four relevant and illustrative case studies from Sri Lanka and
the Asia region presented by Ms Maeve Nightingale of IUCN,
Asia, environment and wildlife expert, Dr Sumith Pilapitiya, Mr
Madura de Silva, President, Wildlife Conservation Society,
Galle and Mr Dilan Bandara, Operations Manager, Anantara
Peace Haven, Tangalle. The speakers covered areas such as
the significance of the coast around us and carrying capacity
and biodiversity issues in our national protected area system.
A galaxy of both private sector, state, NGO and academia
participated and contributed to a rich discussion all round. The
key feature was the discussion of practical experiences in
integrating biodiversity in the tourism sector by highlighting
both the pros and the cons.
Ensuring greater control and management to reduce damage
to biodiversity from tourism and pursuing the positive
contribution of tourism to bring about awareness and action
towards making tourism more sustainable both to economic
growth and to the conservation of our natural heritage was
stressed by eminent tourism professional and Director of
Biodiversity Sri Lanka, Mr. Prema Cooray in his opening
remarks.

The International Day for Biological Diversity is
commemorated each year on 22 May. The Convention on
Biological Diversity entered into force on 29 December 1993.
It has 3 main objectives: The conservation of biological
diversity, the sustainable use of the components of biological
diversity and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits
arising out of the utilization of genetic resources.
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